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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards
bodies (1ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standardsis normally carried out through
ISOtechnical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee
has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations,
governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with 1SO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely
with the International Electrotechnical Commission (1EC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to devel op this document and those intended for its further maintenance are described
inthe ISO/1EC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the different types
of 1SO document should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the editorial rules of the
ISO/1EC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

ISOdraws attention to the possibility that the implementation of this document may involvethe use of (a)
patent(s). 1SOtakes no position concerning the evidence, validity or applicability of any claimed patent
rights in respect thereof. Asof the date of publication of this document, ISOhad not received notice of (a)
patentfs) which may be required to implement this document. However, impleinenters are cautioned that
this may not represent the latest information, which may be obtained from the patent database available at
www.iso.org/patents. 1ISOshall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISOspecific terms and expressions
related to conformity assessment, as well as information about 1SO'sadherence to the World Trade
Organization (WTO) principlesinthe Technical Barriersto Trade (TBT),seewww.iso.org/iso/foreword.html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee 1SO/TC 207, Environmental management,
Subcommittee SC1, Environmental management systems, in collaboration with the European Committee for
Standardization (CEN) Technical Committee, in accordance with the Agreement on technical cooperation
between 1SOand CEN (ViennaAgreement).

This fourth edition cancels and replaces the third edition (1SO 14001:2015), which has been technically
revised. It also replaces the Amendment 1SO14001:2015/Amd 1:2024.

The main changesare asfollows:
— incorporation of latest 1SO requirementsfor management system standardsas appropriate;
— clarification of requirementsassociated with key topics.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user's national standards body. A
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html.
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I ntroduction

0.1 Background

Achievinga balance between the environment, society and the economy is considered essential to meet the
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generationsto meet their needs. Sustainable
development as agoal isachieved by balancing the three pillars of sustainability.

Societal expectations for sustainable development, transparency and accountability have evolved with
increasingly stringent legislation and growing pressures on the environment from pollution, inefficient
use of resources, improper waste management, climate change, degradation of ecosystems and loss of
biodiversity. Undermining the environment can carry financial, social and business consequences, not just
environmentalimplicati ons.

These expectations haveled organizations to adopt asystematic approach to environmental management by
implementing environmental management systems with the aim of contributing to the environmental pillar
of sustainability. Asaresult, organizationsare better positioned to respond to the needs and expectations of
interested partiesand to meet the organization’s compliance obligations.

0.2 Aimof an environmental management system

This document provides organizations with a framework to protect the environment and respond to
changing environmental conditions in balance with socio-economic needs. It specifies requirements that
enable an organization to achieve the intended outcomes it sets for its environmental management system.

A systematic approach to environmental management provides top management with information to build
success over the longterm and create optionsfor contributing to sustai nable devel opment by:

— protecting the environment through preventing or mitigating adverse environmental impacts;
— mitigating the potential adverse effect of environmental conditions on the organization;

— assisting the organization to meet its compliance obligations;

— enhancing environmental performance;

— controlling or influencing the way the organization's products and services are designed, manufactured,
distributed, consumed and disposed of by using a life cycle perspective that prevents adverse
environmental impactsfrom being unintentionally shifted elsewherewithin the lifecycle;

— achieving financial and operational benefits that result from implementing environmentally sound
alternativesthat strengthen the organization’s market position;

— communicating environmental information to relevant interested parties.
0.3 Successfactors

The success of an environmental management system depends on commitment from all levelsand functions
of the organization, led by top management. Organizations can leverage opportunitiesto prevent or mitigate
adverse environmental impacts and enhance beneficial environmental impacts, particularly those with
strategicand competitive advantages. Top management can effectively addressits risksand opportunities by
integrating environmental management into the organization's business processes, strategic direction and
decision-making, aligning them with other business priorities, and incorporating environmental governance
into its overall management system. Demonstration of successful implementation of this document can be
used to assure interested partiesthat an effective environmental management system isin place. Adoption
of the requirementsin this document, however, will not initself guarantee optimal environmental outcomes.

Application of the requirements in this document can differ from one organization to another due to the
context of the organization. Two organizations can carry out similar activities but can have different
compliance obligations, commitments in their environmental policy, environmental technologies and
environmental performance goals, yet both can conform to the requirementsof this document.

© 1S0 2026 - AHrights reserved
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The level of detail and complexity of the environmental management system will vary depending on the
context of the organization, the scope of its environmental management system, its compliance obligations,
and the nature of its activities, products and services, including its environmental aspects and associated
environmental impacts.

0.4 Plan-Do-Check-Act model

The basis for the approach underlying an environmental management system is founded on the concept
of Plan-Do-Check-Act (PDCA). The PDCA model provides an iterative process used by organizations to
achieve continual improvement. It can beapplied to an environmental management system and to each of its
individual elements. Itis briefly described asfollows:

— Plan: Establish environmental objectivesand processes necessary to deliver results in accordance with
the organization's environmental policy.

— Do: Implement the processesas planned.

— Check: Monitor and measure processes against the environmental policy, including its commitments,
environmental objectivesand operating criteria, and report the results.

— Act: Takeactionsto continually improve.

Figure 1 shows how the framework used in this document can beintegrated into a PDCA model, which can
help new and existing users to understand the importance of a systems approach.
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Figure 1l — Relationship between PDCA and the framework in this document

0.5 Contentsof thisdocument

This document conforms to 1SO requirements for management system standards. These requirements
include a harmonized structure, identical core text and common terms with core definitions, designed to
benefit users implementing multiple |SO management system standards.
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This document does not include requirements specific to other management systems, such as those for
quality, occupational health and safety, energy or financial management. However, this document enables an
organization to use acommon approach and risk-based thinkingto integrateits environmental management
system with the requirements of other management systems.

This document contains the requirements used to assess conformity. An organization that wishes to
demonstrate conformity with this document can do so by:

— making aself-determination and self-declaration; or

— seeking confirmation of its conformance by parties having an interest in the organization, such as
customers; or

— seeking confirmation of its self-declaration by a party externa] to the organization; or
— seeking certification/registration of its environmental management system by an external organization.

Amigx A provides explanatory information to prevent misinterpretation of the requirements of this
document. Guidance on applyingthe 1SO14001 framework to specificenvironmental topic areas isaddressed
in the 1SO 14002 series. Implementation guidance on environmental management systems is included in
SO 14004.

Clause A.3 provides further insights on specific words and phrases used in this document to enhance the
understanding of conceptsthat are relevant to an environmental management system.

© 1S0 2026 - AHrights reserved
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Environmental management systems — Requirementswith
guidancefor use

1 Scope

This document specifies the requirementsfor an environmental management system that an organization
can use to enhance its environmental performance. It is intended for use by an organization seeking to
manage its environmental responsibilities in a systematic manner that contributes to the environmental
pillar of sustainability.

This document helps an organization to achieve the intended outcomes of its environmental management
system, which provide value for the environment, the organization itself and interested parties. The
intended outcomes of an environmental management system include:

— enhancing environmental performance;
— meeting compliance obligations;
— achieving environmental objectives.

This document is applicable to any organization, regardliess of size, type or nature, and applies to the
environmental aspects of its activities, products and servicesthat the organization determinesit can either
control or influence considering alifecycleperspective. This document does not state specific environmental
performance criteria

Thisdocument can be used inwholeor in partto systematically improve environmental management. Claims
of conformity to this document, however, are not acceptable unless all its requirements are incorporated
into an organization'senvironmental management system and fulfilled without exclusion.

2 Normativereferences

There are no normative referencesin this document.

3 Termsand definitions
For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.
ISOand IEC maintain terminology databasesfor use in standardization at the followingaddresses:

— 1SOOnlinebrowsing platform: available at https://www.iso.org/obp

— |ECElectropedia: available at https://www.electropedia.org/

3.1 Termsrelated to organization and leader ship

311

management system

set of interrelated or interacting elements of an organization[3.1.5] to establish policies[3.1.3] and objectives
[3.2.5] aswell as processes|3.3.4] to achieve those abjectives

Notel to entry: A management system can addressasingledisciplineor several disciplines.

EXAMPLE Quality,environment, occupational health and safety, energy or financial management.

© 1S0 2026 - AHrights reserved
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Note 2 to entry: The management system elements include the organization's structure, roles and responsibilities,
planning and operation.

Note 3 to entry: The scope of a management system can include the whole of the organization, specific and identified
functions of the organization, specific and identified sections of the organization, or one or more functions across a
group of organizations,

3.1.2

environmental management system

part of the management system (3.1.1) used to manage environmental aspects (3.2.2), meet compliance
obligations (3.2.9) and address risks and opportunities (3.2.10)

Note 1 to entry: The environmental management system elements include: context of the organization (Clause 4)

leadership (Clause5), planning (Clause6), support (Clause7), operation (Clause8). performance evaluation (Clause9)
and improvement (GlalA£E Ifl).

3.13

policy
intentionsand direction of an organization (3.1.5) as formally expressed by its top management (3.1.6)

3.14
environmental policy
policy (3.1.3) related to environmental performance (3.4.11)

3.15

organization

person or group of people that has its own functionswith responsibilities, authorities and relationshipsto
achieveits objectives (3.2.5)

Note 1 to entry: The concept of organization includes, but is not limited to, sole-trader, company, corporation, firm,
enterprise, authority, partnership, charity or institution, or part or combination thereof, whether incorporated or not,
publicor private.

Note2to entry: If the organization ispart of alarger entity, the term "organization” refersonly to the part of the larger
entity that iswithin the scope of the environmental management system (3.1.2).

3.1.6
top management
person or group of people who directsand controlsan organization (3.1.5) at the highest level

Notel to entry: Top management has the power to delegate authority and provide resources within the organization.

Note2to entry: If the scope of the management system (3.1.1) coversonly part of an organization, then top management
refersto those who direct and control that part of the organization.

3.1.7

interested party (preferred term)

stakeholder (admitted term)

person or organization (3.1.5) that can affect, be affected by, or perceive itself to be affected by a decision or
activity

EXAMPLE  Customers, communities, suppliers, regulators, non-governmental organizations, investors and
employees.

Notel to entry: To"perceive itself to be affected” meansthe perception has been made known to the organization.

© 1S0 2026 - AHrights reserved
2



1SO 14001:2026(en)

3.2 Termsrelatedto planning

3.2.1

environment

surroundings in which an organization (3.1,5) operates, including air, water, land, natural resources, flora,
fauna, humans and their interrel ationships

Notel to entry: Surroundings can extend from within an organization to the local, regional and global system.
Note2 to entry: Surroundings can be described in terms of biodiversity, ecosystems, climate or other characteristics.

3.2.2

environmental aspect

element of an organization's (3.1.5) activities or products or servicesthat interactsor can interact with the
environment (3.2.1)

Notel to entry: Anenvironmental aspect can cause (an] environmental impaetjs) (3.2.4]. A significant environmental
aspect isonethat has or can have one or more significant environmental impact(s).

Note 2to entry: Significant environmental aspects are determined by the organization applying established criteria.

3.2.3
environmental condition
state or characteristic of the environment (3.2.1) as determined at acertain point in time

3.24

environmental impact

change to the environment (3.2.1), whether adverse or beneficial, wholly or partially resulting from an
organization's (3.1.5) environmental aspects (3.2.2)

3.2.5
objective
result to be achieved

Notel to entry: Anobjectivecan be strategic, tactical, or operational.

Note 2 to entry: Objectives can relate to different disciplines (such as finance, health and safety, and environment
(3.2.1)). They can be, for example, organization-wide or specific to a project, product, service or process(3.3.4).

Note3 to entry: Anobjective can be expressed in other ways, e.g.as an intended result, as a purpose, as an operational
criterion, as an environmental objective (3.2,6) or by the use of other words with similar meaning (e.g. aim, goal, or
target).

Note4 to entry: In the context of environmental management systems (3.1.2), environmental objectives are set by the
organization (3.1.51, consistent with the environmental policy(3.1.4),to achieve specific results.

3.2.6
environmental objective
objective (3.2,5) set by the organization (3,1,5) consistent with its environmental policy (3,1,4)

3.2.7

prevention of pollution

use of processes (3.3.4), practices, techniques, materials, products, services or energy to avoid, reduce or
control (separately or in combination) the creation, emission or discharge of any type of pollutant or waste,
in order to reduce adverse environmental impacts(3.2.4)

Note 1 to entry: Prevention of pollution can include source reduction or elimination; process, product or service
changes; efficient use of resources; material and energy substitution; reuse; recovery; recycling; reclamation; or
treatment.

© 1S0 2026 - AHrights reserved
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3.2.8
requirement
need or expectation that isstated, generally implied or obligatory

Note 1 to entry: "Generally implied" means that it is custom or common practice for the organization [3.1,5) and
interested parties[3.1.7] that the need or expectation under consideration isimplied.

Note2 to entry: A specified requirement isone that isstated, e.g.in documented information [3.3.2).

3.29

compliance obligations[preferred term)

legal requirementsand other requirements (admitted term)

legal requirements C3-2..8Jthat an organization (3.1.5) has to comply with and other requirements that an
organization has to or chooses to comply with

Notel to entry: Complianceobligations are related to the environmental management system (3.1.2).

Note 2 to entry: Compliance obligations can arise from mandatory requirements, such as applicable laws and
regulations, or voluntary commitments, such as organizational and industry standards, contractual relationships,
codes of practice and agreements with community groups, non-governmental organizations, or other interested
parties(3.1,7).

3.2.10
risksand opportunities
potential adverse effects(i.e. risks) and potential beneficial effects (i.e. opportunities)

3.3 Termsrelated tosupportand operation

331
competence
ability to apply knowledge and skills to achieve intended results

3.32

documented infor mation

information required to be controlled and maintained by an organization (3.1.5) and the medium on which
it iscontained

Notel to entry: Documented information can bein any format and mediaand from any source.
Note2 to entry: Documented information can refer to:

— the management system[3.1.1],including related processes(3,3.4);

— information created in order for the organization to operate (documentation);

— evidence of resultsachieved (records).

333

lifecycle

consecutive and interlinked stages of a product (or service) system, from raw material acquisition or
generation from natural resourcesto final disposal

Notel to entry: Thelifecyclestages include acquisition of raw materials, design, production, transportation/delivery,
use, end-of-lifetreatment and final disposal.

[SOURCE: 1SO 14044:2006, 3.1, modified —" (or service)" added to the definition. Notel to entry added.]

3.34
process
set of interrelated or interacting activitiesthat uses or transformsinputsto deliver aresult

Notel to entry: Whether the result of a process is called an output, a product or a service depends on the context of
the reference.

Note2 to entry: A process can be documented or not.

© 1S0 2026 - All rights reserved
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3.4 Termsrelated to performanceevaluation and improvement

34.1

audit

systematic and independent process (3.3.4) for obtaining evidence and evaluating it objectively to determine
the extent to which the audit criteriaare fulfilled

Notel toentry: Anaudit can be an internal audit (first party) or an external audit (second party or third party), and it
can be acombined audit (combining two or more disciplines).

Note2to entry: Aninternal audit isconducted by the organization (3.1.5) itself, or by an external party on its behalf.
Note3 to entry: "Auditevidence" and "audit criteria" are defined in 1SO19011.

Note4 to entry: Independence can be demonstrated by freedom from responsibility for the activity being audited or
freedom from biasand conflict of interest.

34.2

conformity

fulfilment of arequirement (3.2.8)
343

nonconfor mity
non-fulfilment of a requirement (3.2.8)

Notel to entry: Nonconformity relates to requirements in this document and additional environmental management
system (3X2) requirementsthat an organization (3.1.5) establishesfor itself.

344
correctiveaction
action to eliminate the cause(s) of a nonconformity (3.4.3) and to prevent recurrence

345
continual improvement
recurring activity to enhance performance (3.4.10)

Notel to entry: Enhancing performance relates to the use of the environmental management system (3.1.2) tn enhance
environmental performance(3.4.11) consistent with the organization's(3.1.5) environmental policy(3.1.4).

Note2to entry: Theactivity does not have to take placein all areas simultaneously or without interruption,

3.4.6
effectiveness
extent to which planned activities are realized and planned resultsare achieved

3.4.7

indicator

guantitative, qualitative or binary variable that can be measured or described, representing the status of
operations, management, conditions or impacts

[SOURCE:15014031:2021, 3.4.1]

348
monitoring
determining the status of asystem, a process (3.3,4) or an activity

Notel to entry: Todeterminethe status, there can beaneed to check, supervise or critically observe.

349
measur ement
process (3.3.4) to determine avalue

© 1S0 2026 - All rights reserved
5



1SO 14001: 2026(en)

3.4.10
per formance
measurable result

Notel to entry: Performance can relate either to quantitative or qualitativefindings.

Note 2 to entry: Performance can relate to managing activities, processes13.3.4], products, services, systems or
organizations (3.1.5).

34.11
environmental performance
performance(3.4.10) related to the management of environmental aspects (3.2.2)

Notel to entry: For an environmental management system (3.1,2), results can. be measured against the organization's
(3.1.5) environmental policy(3.1.4). environmental objectives(3.2.6) or other criteria, usingindicators(3.4.7).

4 Context of the organization

4.1 Understanding the organization and its context

The organization shall determineexternal and internal issuesthat are relevant to its purpose and that affect
its ability to achieve the intended outcomes of Itsenvironmental management system.

Theseissuesshall includeenvironmental conditions beingaffected by the organization or capable of affecting
the organization, such as pollution levels, availability of natural resources, climate change, biodiversity or
ecosystem health (see A4.1).

4.2 Understanding the needs and expectationsof interested parties

The organization shall determine:

a) theinterested partiesthat are relevant to the environmental management system;
b) therelevant needsand expectations (i.e.requirements) of theseinterested parties,

¢) which of these needs and expectations become its compliance aobligations (see 6.1.3) and will be
addressed through the environmental management system.

NOTE1 Relevant interested partiescan have needs and expectations related to environmental conditions, such as
pollution levels, availability of natural resources, climate change, biodiversity or ecosystem health.

NOTE2 The relevant needs and expectations of interested parties, other than legal requirements, become a
compliance obligation when the organization decidesto comply with them.

4.3 Determining the scope of the environmental management system

The organization shall determine the boundaries and applicability of the environmental management
system to establish its scope.

When determining this scope, the organization shall consider:
a) theexternal and internal issuesreferred toin4.1;

b) the compliance abligationsreferredtoin4.2:

c) itsorganizational units, functionsand physical boundaries;
d) itsactivities, products and services;

€) itsauthority and ability to exercise control and influence over thelifecycleof its activities, productsand
Services.

© ISO 2026 - All rights reserved
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Oncethe scopeis defined, all activities, products and services of the organization within that scope shall be
included in the environmental management system.

The scope shall be available as documented information and shall be availableto interested parties.

4.4 Environmental management system

To achieve the intended outcomes, including enhancing its environmental performance, the organization
shall establish, implement, maintain and continually improve an environmental management system,
including the processes needed and their interactions, in accordance with the requirementsof this document.

The organization shall consider the knowledge gained in 4.1 and 4.2 when establishingand maintaining the
environmental management system.

5 Leadership

5.1 Leadershipand commitment

Top management shall demonstrate leadership and commitment with respect to the environmental
management system by:

a) takingaccountability for the effectiveness of the environmental management system;

b) ensuringthat the environmental policy and environmental objectivesare established and are compatible
with the strategic direction and the context of the organization;

C) ensuringthe integration of the environmental management system requirementsinto the organization's
business processes;

NOTE Referenceto "business" in this document can be interpreted broadly to mean those activitiesthat are
core to the purposefs] of the organization'sexistence.

d) ensuringthat the resources needed for the environmental management system are available;

€) communicating the importance of effective environmental management and of conforming to the
environmental management system requirements;

f) ensuring that the environmental management system achievesits intended outcomes;

g) directing and supporting personsto contribute to the effectiveness of the environmental management
system;

bj promoting continual improvement;

i) supporting other relevant roles to demonstrate their leadership as it applies to their areas of
responsibility.

5.2 Environmental policy

Top management shall establish, implement and maintain an environmental policy within the defined scope
of its environmental management system that:

a) is appropriate to the purpose and context of the organization, including the nature, scale and
environmental impactsof its activities, productsand services;

b) providesaframework for setting environmental objectives;

¢) includesacommitmentto the protection of the environment, including prevention of pollution and other
specific commitment(s) relevant to the context of the organization;
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NOTE  Other specific commitment(s) to protect the environment can include: preservation or conservation
of natural resources; sustainable resource use; climate change mitigation and adaptation; or protection of
biodiversity and ecosystems.

d) includesacommitment to meet its compliance obligations;

€) includesacommitmentto continual improvement of the environmental management system to enhance
environmental performance.

The environmental policy shall:
— beavailable as documented information;
— be communicated within the organization;

— beavailabletointerested parties.

5.3 Roles, responsibilitiesand authorities

Top management shall ensure that the responsibilities and authorities for relevant roles are assigned and
communicated within the organization.

Top management shall assign the responsibility and authority for:
al ensuringthat the environmental management system conformsto the requirements of this document;

b) reporting on the performance of the environmental management system, including environmental
performance, to top management.

6 Planning

6.1 Actionstoaddressrisksand opportunities

6.1.1 General

The organization shall establish, implement and maintain (a) process(es) needed to meet the requirements
in6.1.2t06.1.5.

The processes) for 6.1.2to 6.1.5shall be available as documented information to the extent necessary to
haveconfidencethat they are carried out as planned.

6.1.2 Environmental aspects

Within the defined scope of the environmental management system, the organization shall determine
the environmental aspects of its activities, products and servicesthat it can control and those that it can
influence, and their associated environmental impacts, considering alife cycle perspective.

NOTE1 Alifecycle perspectiveincludes consideration of the environmental aspects and impacts at each life cycle
stage. Thelife cyclestagesinclude acquisition of raw materials, design, production, transportation/delivery, use, end-
of-lifetreatment and final disposal.

The organization shall determine potential emergency situations (see 8.2), including those that can have an
environmental impact.

When determining environmental aspects, the organization shall take into account:
a) normal and abnormal conditions;

b) change, including planned or new developments, and new or modified activities, products and services

(seeb.3);
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C) potential emergency situations.

The organization shall determine those aspects that have or can have a significant environmental impact
(i.e.significant environmental aspects) by using established criteria.

NOTE2 Significant environmental aspectscan result in risks and opportunities associated with either adverse or
beneficial environmental impacts.

The organization shall communicate its significant environmental aspects among the various levels and
functions of the organization, as appropriate.

Thefollowingshall beavailable as documented information:
— environmental aspects and associated environmental impacts;
— criteriaused to determineits significant environmental aspects,

— significant environmental aspects.

6.1.3 Complianceobligations

The organization shall:

a) determineand have accessto the compliance obligations related to its environmental aspects;
b) determine how these compliance obligations apply to the organization;

c) take these compliance abligations into account when establishing, implementing, maintaining and
continually improvingits environmental management system.

NOTE  Complianceobligationscan result in risks and opportunitiesto the organization.

The compliance obligations shall be available as documented information.

6.1.4 Risksand opportunities

When planning for the environmental management system, the organization shall consider:

a) theexternal and internal issuesreferredtoin4.1;

b) therelevant needsand expectations (i.e.requirements) of interested partiesreferred toin 4.2:
c) thescope of its environmental management system referred to in 4.3;

and determine the risks and opportunities to the organization related to its environmental aspects (see
6.1.2), compliance obligations (see 6.1.3) and other issues and requirements, if any, identified in4.1and 4.2,
that need to headdressed to:

— (giveassurancethat the environmental management system can achieve its intended outcomes,

— prevent, or reduce, undesired effects, including the potential for external environmental conditions to
affect the organization;

— achieve continual improvement.
The risksand opportunitiesthat need to be addressed shall beavailable as documented information.

6.1.5 Planningaction
The organization shall plan:
a) totakeactionstoaddressits:

1) significant environmental aspects determinedin 6.1.2;
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2) compliance obligationsdeterminedin 6.1.3;
3) risksand opportunities determined in 6.1.4:
b) how to:

1) implement the actions into its environmental management system processes (see 6.2, Clause 7
Clause8 and 9.110r integrate the actionsinto other business processes;

2) evaluate the effectiveness of these actions (see9.1).

When planning these actions, the organization shall consider its technological options and its financial,
operational and business requirements.

6.2 Environmental objectivesand planningto achievethem

6.2.1 Environmental objectives

The organization shall establish environmental objectives at relevant functions and levels, taking into
account the organization's significant environmental aspects and related compliance obligations, and
considering its risks and opportunities.

The environmental objectivesshall be:

a) consistent with the environmental policy;
b) measurable (if practicable);

C) monitored;

d) communicated;

€) updated as appropriate;

f) available as documented information.

6.2.2 Planningactionsto achieve environmental objectives

When planning how to achieve its environmental objectives, the organization shall determine:
a) what will bedone;

b) what resourceswill be required,;

¢) whowill beresponsible;

d) when it will be completed;

€) how the results will be evaluated, including indicators for monitoring progress toward achievement of
its measurable environmental objectives(seeSJJ.).

The organization shall consider how actions to achieve its environmental objectives can be integrated into
the organization's business processes.

6.3 Planningof changes

When the organization determines the need for changes that affect or can affect the environmental
management system, the changesshall be carried out in a planned manner. The changesshall be managed to
ensure that the organization can achieve the intended outcomes of its environmental management system.

NOTE1 Theneedforchangeto the environmental management system canarisefrominternal or external sources.
SeeA .6.3forexamples.

NOTE2 Managingchangeisaddressedinvariousrequirementsin thisdocument. SeeA.6.3for examples.
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Support

7.1 Resources

The organization shall determine and provide the resources needed for the establishment, implementation,
maintenance and continual improvement of the environmental management system.

7.2 Competence

The organization shall:

a)

b)
c)

d)

determine the necessary competence of personfs) doing work under its control that affects its
environmental performance and its ability to meet its compliance obligations,

ensure that these persons are competent on the basis of appropriate education, training, or experience;

determinetraining needs associated with its environmental aspectsand itsenvironmental management
system;

where applicable, take actions to acquire the necessary competence, and evaluate the effectiveness of
the actionstaken.

NOTE  Applicable actions can include, for example: the provision of training to, the mentoring of, or the re-
assignment of currently employed persons; or the hiring or contracting of competent persons.

Appropriate documented information shall be available as evidence of competence.

7.3 Awareness

The organization shall ensure that persons doing work under the organization's control are aware of:

a)
b)

c)

d)

the environmental policy;

the significant environmental aspectsand related actual or potential environmental impacts associated
with their work;

their contribution to the effectiveness of the environmental management system, including the benefits
of enhanced environmental performance;

theimplications of not conforming with the environmental management system requirements, including
not meeting the organization's compliance obligations.

7.4 Communication

741 Genera

The organization shall establish, implement and maintain the processes) needed for internal and external
communications relevant to the environmental management system including:

a)
b)
c)
d)

on what it will communicate;
when to communicate;
with whom to communicate;

how to communicate.

When establishing its communication processes), the organization shall:

— takeinto account its compliance obligations;
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— ensurethat environmental information communicated is consistent with information generated within
the environmental management system and isreliable.
The organization shall respond to relevant communications on its environmental management system.

Appropriate documented information shall be available as evidence of the organization's communications.

7.4.2 Internal communication

The organization shall:

a) internally communicate information relevant to the environmental management system among the
various levels and functions of the organization, including changes to the environmental management
system, as appropriate;

b) ensure that its communication processes) enablefs) persons doing work under the organization's
control to contribute to continual improvement.

7.4.3 External communication

The organization shall externally communicate information relevant to the environmental management
system, as established by the organization’s communication processes) and as required by its compliance
obligations.

7.5 Documented infor mation

751 Genera

The organization's environmental management system shall include:
a) documented information required by this document;

b) documented information determined by the organization as being necessary for the effectiveness of the
environmental management system.

NOTE Theextent of documented informationfor an environmental management system can differ from one
organi zation to another dueto:

— thesizeof organizationanditstypeof activities, processes, productsand services;
— theneed to demonstrateful filment of itscomplianceobligations;
— thecomplexity of processesand their interactions;

— thecompetenceof personsdoingwork under the organization'scontrol.

7.5.2 Creatingand updating documented infor mation

When creating and updating documented information, the organization shall ensure appropriate:
a) identification and description (e.g.atitle, date, author, or reference number);

b) format (e.g.language, software version, graphics) and media (e.g. paper, electronic);

c) review and approval for suitability and adequacy.

7.5.3 Control of documented information

Documented information required by the environmental management system and by this document shall be
controlled to ensure:

a) itisavailableand suitablefor use, where and when it is needed;
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b) itisadequately protected (e.g.from lossof confidentiality, improper use, or loss of integrity).

For the control of documented information, the organization shall address the following activities, as
applicable:

— distribution, access, retrieval and use;

— storage and preservation, including preservation of legibility;
— control of changes (e.g, version control);

— retention and disposition.

NOTE  Accesscan imply a decision regarding the permission to view the documented information only, or the
permission and authority to view and change the documented information.

Documented information of external origin determined by the organization to be necessary for the planning
and operation of the environmental management system shall beidentified as appropriate, and controlled.

8 Operation

8.1 Operational planning and control

The organization shall establish, implement, control and maintain the process(es) needed to meet
environmental management system requirements, and to implement the actions determined in Clause6, by:

— establishing operating criteria for the process(es);
— implementing control of the process(es) in accordance with the operating criteria.

NOTE  Controls can include engineering controls and procedures. Controls can be implemented following a
hierarchy (e.g,elimination, substitution, administrative) and can be used individually or in combination.

The organization shall control planned changesand review the consequences of unintended changes, taking
action to mitigate any adverse effects, as necessary.

The organization shall ensurethat externally provided processfes), products or servicesthat are relevant to
the intended outcomes of the environmental management system are controlled or influenced. Thetype and
extent of control or influence to be applied shall be defined within the environmental management system.

Consistent with alifecycle perspective, the organization shall:

a) establish controls, as appropriate, to ensure that its environmental requirement ) is(are) addressed in
the design and development processfor the product or service, considering each life cyclestage;

b) determine its environmental requirement ) for the procurement of products and services, as
appropriate;
€c) communicate itsrelevant environmental requirement ) to external providers, including contractors;

d) consider the need to provide information about potential significant environmental impacts associated
with the transportation or delivery, use, end-of-lifetreatment and final disposal of its products and
services.

The processfes) for 8.1 shall be available as documented information to the extent necessary to have
confidence that they are carried out as planned.

8.2 Emergency preparednessand response

Theorganization shall establish, implement and maintain the processfes) needed to preparefor and respond
to the potential emergency situations determined in 6.1.2.
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The organization shall:

a) prepareto respond by planning actionfs) to prevent or mitigate adverse environmental impacts from
emergency situations;

b) respond to actual emergency situations;

c) take action to prevent or mitigate the consequences of emergency situations, appropriate to the
magnitude of the emergency and the potential environmental impact;

d) periodically test the planned response actionfs), where practicable;

e) periodically review and revise the processes) and planned response actionfs), in particular after the
occurrence of emergency situationsor tests;

f) provide relevant information and training related to emergency preparedness and response, as
appropriate, to relevant interested parties, including persons working under its control.

The processes) for 8.2 shall be available as documented information to the extent necessary to have
confidence that they are carried out as planned.

9 Performanceevaluation

9.1 Monitoring, measurement, analysis, and evaluation

9.1.1 Genera

The organization shall evaluate its environmental performanceand the effectiveness of the environmental
management system.

The organization shall determine:
a) what needs to be monitored, measured and analysed,;

b) the methods for monitoring, measurement, analysis and evaluation, as applicable, to ensure valid
results;

c) the criteria against which the organization will evaluate its environmental performance, and
appropriateindicators;

d) when the monitoring and measuringshall be performed;
€) when the results from monitoring and measurement shall be analysed and evaluated.

The organization shall ensure that calibrated or verified monitoring and measurement equipment is used
and maintained, as appropriate.

The organization shall communicate relevant environmental performance information both internally and
externally, asidentified in its communication processes) and as required by its compliance obligations.

Appropriate documented information shall be available as evidence of the monitoring, measurement,
analysisand evaluation results.

9.1.2 Evaluationof compliance

The organization shall establish, implement and maintain the processes) needed to evaluate if it is meeting
its compliance obligations.

The organization shall:

a) determinethe frequency that compliance will be eval uated;

© 1S0 2026 - AHrights reserved
14



1SO 14001: 2026(en)

b) evaluate complianceand take action if needed;
¢) maintain knowledge and understanding of its compliancestatus.

Appropriate documented information shall be avail able as evidence of the compliance evaluation resultfs).
9.2 Internal audit

9.2.1 Genera

The organization shall conduct internal audits at planned intervalsto provide information on whether the
environmental management system:

a) conformsto:
1) theorganization'sown requirementsfor its environmental management system;
2) therequirements of this document;

b) iseffectively implemented and maintained.

9.2.2 Internal audit programme

The organization shall establish, implement and maintain (an) internal audit programtne(s), including the
frequency, methods, responsibilities, planning requirementsand reporting of its internal audits.

When establishing the internal audit programme(s), the organization shall consider the environmental
importance of the processes concerned, changes affecting the organization and the results of previous
audits.

The organization shall:

a) definethe audit objective(s), audit criteria and scope for each audit;

b) select auditorsand conduct audits to ensure objectivity and theimpartiality of the audit process,
c) ensurethat the resultsof auditsare reported to relevant management.

The following documented information shall be available:

— theaudit programmefs);

— evidence of the implementation of the audit programme );

— evidenceof the audit results.
9.3 Management review

9.3.1 Genera

Top management shall review the organization's environmental management system, at planned intervals,
to ensure its continuing suitability, adequacy and effectiveness.

9.3.2 Managementreview inputs

The management review inputsshall include:

a) thestatus of actionsfrom previous management reviews,
b) changesin:

1) external and internal issuesthat are relevant to the environmental management system;
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2) theneedsand expectationsof interested partiesthat are relevant to the environmental management
system, including compliance obligations;
3) itssignificant environmental aspects;
4) risksand opportunities;
the extent to which environmental objectives have been achieved,
information on the organization’s environmental performance, including trends in:
1) nonconformitiesand corrective actions,
2] monitorlng and measurement results;
3) meeting its compliance obligations,
4] audit results;
adequacy of resources,
relevant communicationfs) from interested parties, including complaints;

opportunities for continual improvement.

9.3.3 Managementreview results

Theresults of the management review shall include:

a)

b)
c)

d)

€)

f)

conclusions on the continuing suitability, adequacy and effectiveness of the environmental management
system;

decisionsrelated to continual improvement opportunities,

decisions related to any need for changes to the environmental management system, including
resources,

actions, if needed, when environmental objectives have not been achieved;

opportunities to improve integration of the environmental management system with other business
processes, if needed;

any implications for the strategic direction of the organization.

Documented information shall beavailable as evidence of the resultsof management reviews.

10 Improvement

10.1 Continual improvement

The organization shall continually improve the suitability, adequacy and effectiveness of the environmental
management system to enhance environmental performance by determining opportunitiesfor improvement
(see Clause 9 and 10.2) and implementing necessary actions to achieve the intended outcomes of its
environmental management system.

10.2 Nonconformity and correctiveaction

When a nonconformity occurs, the organization shall:

a)

react to the nonconformity and, as applicable:

1) takeaction to control and correct it;
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2) deal with the consegquences, including mitigating adverse environmental impacts;

b) evaluate the need for action to eliminate the causefs) of the nonconformity, in order that it does not
recur or occur elsewhere, by:

1) reviewing the noneonformity;

2) determining the causefs) of the nonconformity;

3) determining if similar nonconformitiesexist, or can potentially occur;
c) implement any action needed;
d) review the effectiveness of any corrective action taken;
€) make changesto the environmental management system, if necessary.

Correctiveactionsshall be appropriateto the significance of the effects of the nonconformities encountered,
includingtheir environmental impactfs).

Documented information shall beavailable as evidence of:
— the nature of the nonconformitiesand any subsequent actions taken;

— the results of any corrective action.
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Annex A
(informative)

Guidanceon the use of this document

A.1 General

The explanatory information given in thisannex isintended to prevent misinterpretation of the requirements
contained in this document. While this information addresses and is consistent with these requirements, it
is not intended to add to, subtract from, or in any way modify them. In addition, the 1SO subcommittee that
prepared this document (TC 207/SC 1) has a process for managing requests for interpretation to give users
a better understanding of its requirements. These interpretationsare found on the subcommittee’ swebsite:
https://www,isotc207,org/subcornittecs-iso/tc-207/sc-1.

The requirements in this document should be viewed from a systems or holistic perspective. The user
should not read a particular sentence or clause of this document in isolation from other clauses. There is
an interrelationship between the requirementsin some clauses and the requirementsin other clauses. For
example, it is necessary for the organization to understand the relationship between the commitments
in its environmental policy (see 5.2) and the requirements that are specified in planning action (see
6.1.5), evaluation of compliance (see 9.1.2) and continual improvement (see 10.1). Another example is the
interrelationship between the issues (see 4.1) and needs and expectations of interested parties (see 4.2) that
are part of its context, and its environmental aspects (see 6.1.2) and its compliance obligations (see 6.1.3), as
sources of its risks and opportunities (see 6.1.4).

A.2 Clarification of structureand ter minology

The clause structure and some of the terminology of this document is provided to enable organizations to
understand its alignment with other management system standards. There is, however, no requirement
in this document for its clause structure or terminology to be applied to an organization's environmental
management system or its documentation. There is no requirement to replace the terms used by an
organization with the terms used in this document. Organizations can choose to use terms that suit their

business (e.g. "records", "documentation”, "procedures") rather than "documented information”.

A.3 Clarification of concepts

Inadditionto the terms and definitionsgiven in Clause 3, clarification of selected conceptsis provided below’
to prevent misunderstanding:

— Inthis document, the use of the word "any” impliesselection or choice.

— The words "appropriate" and "applicable” are not interchangeable."Appropriate” means suitable (for, to)
and impliessome degree of freedom, while "applicable" means relevant or possibleto apply and implies
that if it can be done, it has to be done.

—m The word "consider" means it is necessary to think about the topic but it can be excluded, whereas"take
into account” means it is necessary to think about the topic but it cannot be excluded.

— "Continual” indicatesduration that occurs over aperiod of time, but with interval sof interruption (unlike
"continuous" which indicates duration without interruption). "Continual" is therefore the appropriate
word to use when referring to improvement.

— Theword "outcome" refersto the anticipated and planned consequencesofi mplementinganenvironmental
management system. In contrast, "result" refers to a specific effect or output, often associated with
measurement, qualitative or quantitative data, calculations, or indicators of performance. "Outcome”
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emphasizes strategic intent and direction, whereas "result" refers to achievements that have already
been attained.

— The phrase "intended outcome" is what the organization intends to achieve by implementing its
environmental management system. The minimal intended outcomesinclude enhancing environmental
performance, meeting compliance obligations and achieving environmental objectives. Organizations
can set additional intended outcomes for their environmental management system. For example,
consistent with their commitment to protection of the environment, an organization may establish an
intended outcometo work towards sustainable development.

— In this document, the word "effect" is used to describe the result of a change to the organization. The
phrase"environmental impact" refers specifically to the result of a change to the environment.

— The word “ensure” means the responsibility can be delegated, but not the accountability.
— The word "determine" impliesa discovery processthat resultsin knowledge.
— The concept of "target" is captured within the term "environmental objective”.

— The phrase “person(s) doing work under its control" includes personsworking for the organization and
those working on its behalf for which the organization has responsibility (e.g. contractors).

This document uses some new terminology. A brief explanation is given below to aid both new users and
those who have used previouseditions of this document.

— The phrase "meet compliance obligations" replaces the phrase "fulfil compliance obligations” used in
the previous edition of this document in order to adhere to 1SO requirements for management system
standards. The intent of this new phrase does not differ from that of the previous edition.

— Toclarifythe meaningof "documented information”, two changeshave been made. First, the phrase "shall
be available as documented information" replaces" maintain documented information” which previously
referred to documentation other than records. Second, "documented information shall be available as
evidence of” replaces "retain documented information as evidence of” which previously referred to
records. The phrase "as evidence of' is not a requirement to meet legal evidentiary requirements; its
intent is only to indicate objective evidence is retained. In the context of documented information, the
term "available" means the organization can obtain, use or providethe informationto ensure an effective
environmental management system. Where it isstated that the information "be available to interested
parties", it means those partiesmay acquire the information from the organization (see 4.3 and 5.2).

— The term "outsource" has been deleted and the phrase "outsourced processes" has been replaced by
"externally provided processes, products or services" in order to adhere to 1SO requirements for
management system standards. Externally provided processes, products or services are used by the
organization but supplied by others outside the organization. The phrase "external provider" means an
external supplier organization includinga contractor that providesa product or aservice.

— The definition of risk as stated in the previous edition of this document has been removed as the term
"risk" isnot used inisolation in the document requirements. The concept of the defined term "risks and
opportunities"isused in the clausesof this document that contains requirements.

A.4 Context of the organization

A.4.1 Understanding the organization and its context

The intent of 4.1 is to provide a broad understanding of the issues that are relevant to the purpose of the
organization and that can affect, either positively or negatively, the way the organization manages its
environmental responsibilities. Issues are important topics for the organization, problems for debate and
discussion or changing circumstancesthat affect the organization’ sability to achieve the intended outcomes
it sets for its environmental management system.

© 1S0 2026 - AHrights reserved
19



1SO 14001: 2026(en)

Examplesof external and internal issues which can be relevant to the context of the organization include:

a) environmental conditionsrelated to climate, air quality, water quality, land use, existing contamination,
natural resource availability, ecosystem health and biodiversity that can either affect the organization's
purpose or be affected by its environmental aspects;

b) the external natural, cultural, social, political, legal, regulatory, financial, technological, economic and
competitive circumstances, whether local, regional, national or international;

c) theinternal characteristicsor conditionsof the organization, such asitsactivities, productsand services,
environmental performance, strategic direction, culture and capabilities (i.e. people, knowledge,
processes and systems).

Environmental conditions can be local, regional or global, and subject to sudden or gradual change. These
conditions do not occur in isolation; they are interconnected. For example, climate interacts with many
environmental conditions. Therefore, failure to consider the relevant environmental conditions and their
potential interaction can contribute to worsening environmental impacts, which can increase risks and
operational challenges for organizations. Understanding these interconnections is crucial for effective
environmental management.

Ecosystem health refers to the overall condition or integrity of an ecosystem and its ability to maintain
structure, function and resilience over time. An ecosystem consists of living organisms such as plants,
animals and microbes, interacting with each other and with air, water and soil to form a functional unit,
such as coral reefs, mangroves, forests, deserts, lakes, ponds, grasslands and tundra. Ecosystems are key
components of natural capital, i.e.the world's stock of natural assets, that supply natural resources, regulate
processes such as climate control and nutrient cycling, and offer nature-based recreational and educational
benefits. Organizations depend on ecosystems, but their activities, products and services can preserve,
enhance or degrade ecosystems.

Anunderstanding of the context of an organization isused to establish, implement, maintain and continually
improve its environmental management system to support the organization's purpose and strategic
direction (see 4.4). The external and internal issues that are determined in 4.1, including environmental
conditions, can result in risks and opportunities to the organization or to the environmental management
system (see 6.1.4). The organization determines those that it will address (see 6.1.4) and manage (see6.1.5,
6.2, Clause7.Clause8 and 9.1).

Forinformation related to environmental conditions, refer to, for example, the 1SO 14002 series, SO 14055
series, 1SO 14080, 1SO 14090, SO 14091, 1SO017298 and 1SO59014.

A.4.2 Understandingthe needsand expectations of interested parties

An organization is expected to gain a general overview of the expressed needs and expectations of those
external and internal interested parties that have been determined by the organization to be relevant. The
organization considers the knowledge gained when determining which of these needs and expectations it
has to or it choosesto comply with, i.e.its compliance obligations (see 4.2).

Interested party requirementsare not necessarily requirements of the organization. Someinterested party
requirements reflect needs and expectations that are mandatory because they have been incorporated
into laws, regulations, permits and licences by governmental or even court decision. The organization
may decide to voluntarily agree to or adopt other requirements of interested parties (e.g. entering into a
contractual relationship, subscribing to a voluntary initiative). Once the organization adopts them, they
become organizational requirements (i.e.compliance obligations) and are taken into account when planning
the environmental management system (see4.4). A more detailed-level analysisof its compliance abligations
is performed in6.1.3.

Inthe case of an interested party perceivingitself to beaffected by the organization’ s decisions or activities
related to environmental performance, the organization considersthe relevant needs and expectations that
are made known or have been disclosed by the interested party to the organization.

Examples of interested parties' needs and expectations related to environmental conditions can include
compliance with environmental pollutant regulations, or reporting information about natural resource
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consumption and greenhouse gas emissions, or organizational practices to protect biodiversity and
ecosystem health. Whileclimate changeisafocal point for many interested parties, it is not the only relevant
issue that organizations should consider. The planet is experiencing other challenges to environmental
conditions such as increased pollutant levels, natural resource depletion, biodiversity loss and ecosystem
instability.

Understanding how the organization affects or isaffected by these environmental conditions can be useful
for determining which needs and expectations become part of its compliance obligations.

A.4.3 Determiningthe scope of theenvironmental management system

The scope of the environmental management system is intended to clarify the physical and organizational
boundaries to which the environmental management system applies, especially if the organization is a
part of a larger organization. An organization has the freedom and flexibility to define its boundaries. It
may choose to implement the requirementsin this document throughout the entire organization, or only in
(a) specific part(s) of the organization, as long as top management for that (those) part(s) has authority to
establish an environmental management system.

In setting the scope, the credibility of the environmental management system depends on the choice of
organizational boundaries. The organization considers the extent of control or influence that it can exert
over activities, products and services considering a life cycle perspective. Organizations that rely on other
entities (e.g. corporate or regional offices) for key functions (e.g. resource allocation, decision-making,
other types of support) should consider how this relationship affects the scope of their operationsand their
environmental management system.

Scoping should not be used to exclude activities, products, services or facilities that have or can have
significant environmental aspects, or to evade compliance obligations. The scope is a factua and
representative statement of the organization’s operations included within its environmental management
system. It should not be misleading nor exclude relevant information about the functions, operations or
locationsthat conform to the environmental management system requirements.

Oncethe organization assertsit conforms to the requirements in this document, the requirement to make
the scope statement availableto interested partiesapplies.

A.4.4 Environmental management system

The organization retains authority and accountability to decide how it fulfils the requirements of this
document, including the level of detail and extent to whichit:

a) establishes one or more processes (including responsibilities for the processes)) to have confidence
that the organization can achieve the intended outcomes of its environmental management system;

b) integrates environmental management system requirements (see 5.1, 6.1.5, 6.2.2 and 9,3.3) into its
various business processes (e.g.design and development, procurement, production, human resources,
sales and marketing processes);

C) incorporates issues associated with the context of the organization (see 4.1) and interested party
requirements (see 4.2) within its environmental management system.

The organization has the flexibility to establish how it structures the processes) to meet the requirements
of this document, which does not mandate separate processes or procedures for each requirement. For
example, the organization may have asingle planning process that addresses a number of requirements set
out in Clauses4 and 6.. However, the organization ensuresthat each of the separate requirements have been
addressed.

Processesand documented information developed by other business functionswithin the organization, or by
alarger entity to which it belongs, can be used to meet the requirements of the environmental management
system.

For information on maintaining the environmental management system as part of managing change,
see A.6.3.
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A5 Leadership

A.5.1 Leadershipand commitment

Todemonstrateleadership and commitment, there are specific responsibilitiesrelated to the environmental
management system in which top management is personally involved or directs. Top management can
delegate certain responsibilities for actions to others as indicated by the word "ensuring” in 5,1; however,
top management retai ns accountability.

Top management supports other roles to demonstrate their leadership by promoting a culture that engages
personsworking for the organization, or on its behalf, in activitiesthat contribute to the intended outcomes
of the environmental management system, including enhancing environmental performance, meeting
compliance obligationsand achieving environmental objectives.

Top management can demonstrate leadership and enhance trust with interested parties through their
actions on environmental and sustainability issues.

A.5.2 Environmental policy

Anenvironmental policy isaset of principlesstated as commitments in which top management outlines the
intentions of the organization to support and enhance its environmental performance. The environmental
policy enables the organization to set its environmental objectives (see 6*2), take actions to achieve the
intended outcomes of the environmental management system and achieve continual improvement (sec

Clause 1Q).

Consistent with the intended outcomes of an environmental management system, three basic commitments
for the environmental policy are specified in this document to:

a) protect the environment;
b) meet the organization’scompliance obligations;
c) continually improvethe environmental management system to enhance environmental performance.

These commitments are then reflected in the processes an organization establishes to address specific
requirementsin this document, to ensurearobust, credible and reliable environmental management system.

The commitment to protect the environment isintended to not only prevent adverse environmental impacts
through prevention of pollution, but also to protect the natural environment from harm and degradation
arising from the organization'sactivities, productsand services. The specificcommitment } anorganization
pursuesshould be relevant to the context of the organization, including the local or regional environmental
conditions. These commitments can address, for example, water quality, air quality or recycling, and can also
include commitments related to natural resource preservation or conservation, climate change mitigation
and adaptation, protection of biodiversity and ecosystems, and restoration.

While al the commitments are important, some interested parties are especially concerned with the
organization's commitment to meet its compliance obligations, particularly applicable legal requirements.
This document specifies a number of interconnected requirements related to this commitment. These
includethe need to:

— determine compliance obligations (see 6.1.3);
— ensureoperationsare carried out in accordance with these compliance obligations (see2* 1);
— periodically evaluate fulfilment of the compliance obligations (see 9.1.2);

— correct nonconformities related to compliance obligations (see 10.2).

A.5.3 Roles,responsibilitiesand authorities
Those involvedin the organization's environmental management system should have a clear understanding
of their role, responsibility(ies) and authority(ies) for conforming to the requirements of this document and
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achieving the intended outcomes of the environmental management system. This enablesemployeesto have
confidence that what they do can contribute to environmental performance, meet compliance obligations
and achieve environmental objectives.

Assigning responsibilities and authorities together with ensuring competence (see 7.2), awareness (see
7.3) and internal communication (see 7.4.2) can enhance employee engagement in the environmental
management system.

The specific roles and responsibilitiesidentified in 5.3 can be assigned to an individual, sometimes referred
to as the “management representative”, shared by several individuals or assigned to a member of top
management.

A.6 Planning
A.6.1 Actionstoaddressrisksand opportunities

A.6.1.1 Genera

The overall intent of the process(es) established by the organization to meet the requirements in 6.1.2
to 6.1.5 is to ensure that the organization is able to achieve the intended outcomes of its environmental
management system, to prevent or reduce undesired effects and to achieve continual improvement.

Planning for the environmental management system followsa risk-based approach to determine:
— significant environmental aspects based on their impacts (see6.1.2):

—m compliance obligationslinked to environmental aspects (see6.1.3):

— risksand opportunitiesthat need to be addressed (see 6,1.4).

The organization chooses how to determine the risks and opportunities that need to be addressed. There
is no specific method, number of steps or processes required. For example, the organization can use one
processto look at environmental aspectsand impacts, and a different processfor risks and opportunities, or
can use one processthat covers both.

A.6.1.2 Environmental aspects

An organization determines its environmental aspects and associated environmental impacts within the
scope of the environmental management system, and determines those that are significant and, therefore,
will be addressed by its environmental management system.

Changesto the environment, either adverse or beneficial, that result wholly or partially from environmental
aspectsare called “ environmental impacts’. The environmental impact can occur at local, regional and global
scales, and also can be direct, indirect or cumulative by nature. The relationship between environmental
aspectsand environmental impactsisone of cause and effect.

An organization does not have to consider each product, component or raw material individualy to
determine and evaluate their environmental aspects; it can group or categorize activities, products and
services when they have common characteristics.

When determining its environmental aspects, the organization should consider, for example:
a) emissionstoair;

b) releasestowater;

c) releasestoland:

d) useof raw materialsand natural resources;

€) useof energy;
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f) energy emitted (e.g. heat, radiation, vibration, sound, light);
g) generation of waste and/or by-products;

h) land usg

i) useof marineand coastal areas.

Inaddition to the environmental aspects that it controlsdirectly, an organization determines whether there
are environmental aspects that it can influence. These can be related to products and services used by the
organization which are provided by others (i.e. externally provided processes)), as well as products and
servicesthat it providesto others.

With respect to the products and services an organization provides to others, it can have limited influence
on the use and end-of-lifetreatment of the productsand services, in all circumstances, it isthe organization
that determines the extent of control it isableto exercise, the environmental aspectsit can influenceand the
extent to which it chooses to exercise such influence.

When determining environmental aspects, the organization considers alifecycleperspective. Theintent is
to understand the environmental impacts of its activities, products or servicesat each stage of the lifecycle.
Thelifecyclestages that are applicable will vary depending on the activity, product or service.

Consideration should be given to environmental aspects related to the organization's activities, products
and services, such as:

— design and development of its facilities, processes, productsand services;

— acquisition of raw materials, including extraction;

— operational or manufacturing processes, including warehousing;

— operation, maintenance and decommissioning of facilities, organizational assets and infrastructure;
— environmental performance and practices of external providers,

— post-delivery activities, product transportation including packaging and service delivery;

— storage, use and end-of-lifetreatment of products,

— waste management, including reuse, refurbishing, recycling and disposal.

A life cycle perspective does not require a detailed life cycle assessment; thinking carefully about the
environmental aspects that the organization can control or influence at each stage of the life cycleis
sufficient. For example, by addressing environmental aspectswhere possibleand practical during the design
stage, an organization can prevent or reduce adverse environmental impactsat other stages inthe lifecycle.

Determining environmental aspects involvestaking into account:

— the process inputs and outputs (both intended and unintended) associated with current and relevant
past activities, products and services,

— planned or new devel opments,
— new or modified activities, productsand services.

The method used considers normal and abnormal operating conditions, shut-down and start-up phases, and
reasonably foreseeable emergency situationsincluding past incidents.

Abnormal conditions includesituationsthat are not typical, happen rarely or are unplanned. Suchsituations
can introduce new environmental aspects or result in changes to environmental aspects. For example,
adverse operating conditions or adverse environmental conditions can increase emissions or releasesto the
environment.
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Emergency situations are unplanned or unexpected events that require urgent application of specific
competencies, resources or processes to prevent or mitigate their actual or potential conseguences.
Emergency situations can result in adverse environmental impacts or other effects on the organization
that do not normally occur during operations. When determining potential emergency situations (e.g.fire,
chemical spill, flooding, severe weather), the organization should consider:

— the nature of onsite hazards (e.g. flammable liquids, storage tanks, compressed gasses);
— the most likely type and scal e of an emergency situation;
— the potential for emergency situationsat a nearby facility (e.g. plant, road, railway line).

By considering emergency situationswhen determining environmental aspects, an organization can uncover
a new environmental aspect or, due to the potential severity or magnitude of the impact, a significant
environmental aspect.

There is no single method for determining significant environmental aspects; however, the method and
criteria used should provide consistent results. The organization sets the criteria for determining its
significant environmental aspects. Environmental criteria are the primary and minimum criteria for
assessing environmental aspects. Criteria can relate to the environmental aspect (e.g.type, size, frequency)
or the environmental impact (e.g. scale, severity, duration, exposure) or environmental conditions.
Other criteria may also be used. An environmental aspect that is not significant when only considering
environmental criteriacan, however, reach or exceed the threshold for determining significance when other
criteriaare considered. These other criteria can include organizational issues, such aslegal requirements or
interested party concerns. However, these other criteriaare not intended to be used to downgrade an aspect
that issignificant based on its environmental impact.

"Significant" is intended to be a relative term. What is significant for one organization is not necessarily
significant for another, and what an organization considers a significant environmental aspect can change
over time.

A significant environmental aspect results in one or more significant environmental impacts, and can
therefore result in risks and opportunitiesthat need to be addressed to ensure the organization can achieve
the intended outcomes of its environmental management system.

A.6.1.3 Complianceobligations

The organization determines, at a sufficiently detailed level, the compliance obligations it identified in
4.2 that are applicable to its environmental aspects and how they apply to the organization. Compliance
obligationsinclude legal requirements that an organization has to comply with and other requirements that
the organization has to or chooses to comply with.

Mandatory legal requirements related to an organization's environmental aspects can include, if applicable:
a) requirementsfrom governmental entities or other relevant authorities;

b) international, national and local laws and regulations;

c) requirements specified in permits, licencesor other forms of authorization;

d) orders, rules or guidance from regulatory agencies,

€) judgments of courts or administrativetribunals.

Compliance obligations also include other interested party requirements related to its environmental
management system which the organization hasto or choosesto adopt. These can include, if applicable:

— agreementswith community groups or non-governmental organizations;
— agreements with publicauthoritiesor customers;

— organizational requirements,
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— voluntary principlesor codesof practice;
— voluntary labelling or environmental commitments;
— oabligations arising under contractual arrangements,

— relevant organizational or industry standards.

A.6.1.4 Risksand opportunities

During the planning stage of the environmental management system, the organization is expected to
consider the broader context in which it operates, not only its environmental aspects and compliance
obligations. This involves recognizing that external and internal issues within its context can also create
risks and opportunities that can influence the organization's ability to achieve its intended outcomes,
prevent or reduce undesired effects, and achieve continual improvement.

The organization establishes (@) processes) to determine risks and opportunities that need to beaddressed
resulting from:

— external issues, such as environmental conditions affecting operations (see4.1);
— internal issues, including changesto the business (see4.1);

— interested party needs and expectations, such as customer expectations related to sustainability (see
42).

The organization retains the authority to determine which risks or opportunities to address based on its
capacity and capability to mitigate risks and leverage opportunities effectively.
Examplesof risks and opportunitieswith potential beneficial effectsinclude:

— transitioning to acircular economy, including redesigning processes to minimize waste and maximize
resource efficiency;

— implementing improved land management practices to enhance biodiversity or to addressinequalities
that have resulted in environmental harm to vulnerable popul ations;

— enhancing employee engagement and training that provides staff with the knowledge and tools to
support environmental goals that lead to better adherence to sustainability practices, more innovative
solutions and greater commitment across the organization;

— leveraging advanced analytics and real-time data collection (e.g. monitoring energy usage, water
consumption) to help make moreinformed decisions, track progressand set moreaccuratesustai nability
targets;

— building partnerships with environmental organizations, local communities and suppliers to foster
mutual support and increase resource sharing, leading to better overall improved environmental
outcomes,

— adoptingemerging environmental |awsand regulationsto increase competitiveness, prevent costly fines
and helpthe organization maintain its social licenceto operate, while protecting the environment;

— introducing new technology financed by governmental grantsto reduce pollution levels.
Examplesof risksand opportunitieswith potential adverse effects include:

— environmental spills due to literacy or language barriers among workers unable to understand local
work procedures;

— climate change impacts (e.g.increased flooding, drought, extreme temperatures, wildfires) that affect
the organization's assets,
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— lack of available resourcesto maintain an effective environmental management system due to social or
economic constraints;

— water scarcity during periods of drought that affects the organization's ability to operate its emission
control equipment;

— resource constraints (e.g.supply chain disruptions, limited access to critical raw materials) that impact
production and sustainability goals;

— changes in environmental conditions (e.g. biodiversity loss, water scarcity, limited availability of raw
materials, rising temperatures) that have along-term effect on the organization's operations;

— failure to meet compliance obligations that damages the organization's reputation or resultsin legal
action,

The organization has the flexibility to select the method and degree of formality it will use to determine
its risks and opportunities. The method can involve a simple qualitative process or a comprehensive
guantitative assessment depending on the organization's needs. These needs can vary from one organization
to another depending on:

— thesize of the organization and itstype of activities, processes, productsand services,
— the need to demonstrate conformance with compliance obligations;

— the complexity of processesand their interactions;

— the competence of individual s applying the methodology selected.

The process of determining environmental conditions that affect the organization and other relevant issues
that pose risks and opportunities can beintegrated with other management system processes (e.g.with the
determination of environmental aspects and impacts (see 6.1.2) or risksand opportunities (see 6.1.4)).

The risks and opportunities that need to be addressed are inputs for planning actions and for establishing
the environmental objectives.

A.6.1.5 Planningaction

Theorganization should developageneral understanding of the actionsto be taken within the environmental
management system to address its significant environmental aspects (sec 6.1.2), compliance abligations
(see 6.JL3) and the risks and opportunities (see6,1,4) that are a priority for the organization to achieve the
intended outcomes of its environmental management system. Based on this understanding, the organization
plans actionfs) accordingly. The organization does not have to take immediate action on all of its risks and
opportunities at once; it can prioritize which action(s) to take and when based on its business needs and
environmental goals.

The planned actionsare incorporated into environmental management system processes, either individually
or in combination, including:

— establishing environmental objectives (see6.2):
— provision of resources (see 7.1):

— establishing competence (see 7.2);

— awareness (see7.3):

— communication (see7.4):

— documented information (see 7-5);

— operational planning and control (see8.1);

— emergency preparednessand response (see8.2);
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— monitoring, measurement, analysisand evaluation (see9.1).

Actions related to integrating environmental management system requirements into various business
processes can include:

— gpecifyingenvironmental requirementsinto the design and development processes);

— gpecifying environmental requirements for externally provided products and services into the
contracting or procurement process(es);

— incorporating competence requirements for education or experience into the human resources
processes);

— incorporating end-of-lifeor disposal requirements into the sales and marketing processes).

Some actions can be addressed through other management systems, such as those related to energy,
occupational health and safety, quality or business continuity, or other business processes related to risk,
financial or human resource management (e.g.in an integrated management system).

When considering its technological options, an organization should consider the use of best-available
techniques, where economically viable, cost-effective and judged appropriate. Thisis not intended to imply
that organizationsare obliged to use environmental cost-accounting methodol ogies.

A.6.2 Environmental objectivesand planning to achievethem

Top management can establish environmental objectives at the strategic level, the tactical level or the
operational level. The strategic level includes the highest levels of the organization and the environmental
objectives can be applicable to the whole organization. The tactical and operational levels can include
environmental objectives for specific units or functions within the organization and should be compatible
with itsstrategic direction.

Environmental objectives are communicated to persons working under the organization's control who have
the ability to influence the achievement of environmental objectives.

Therequirement to take into account significant environmental aspectsdoes not mean that an environmental
objective hasto beestablished for each significant environmental aspect; however, these haveahigh priority
when establishing environmental objectives.

"Consistent with the environmental policy" means that the environmental objectives are broadly aligned
and harmonized with the commitments made by top management in the environmental policy,including the
commitment to continual improvement.

It is important that the organization is able to determine whether or not an environmental objective has
been achieved. Indicatorsare selected to evaluate the achievement of measurable environmental objectives.
"Measurable" meansit is possibleto use either quantitative or qualitative methodsin relation to a specified
scale to determine if the environmental objective has been achieved. By specifying "if practicable’, it is
acknowledged that there can be situations when it is not feasible to measure an environmental objective;
however, this should betreated as an exception.

For additional information on environmental indicators, refer to 1SO 14031.

A.6.3 Planningof changes

Managing change isan important part of maintaining the environmental management system that ensures
the organization can achievethe intended outcomes of its environmental management system on an ongoing
basis. The circumstances giving rise to the need for changefs) to the environmental management system
can be planned or unplanned. Aspart of managing change, the organization evaluates changes that are
anticipated and plans for the expected effectsand environmental impacts of such changes. This ensures that
the intended beneficial effects are achieved and changes with unintended consequences that have adverse
effects or impactsare mitigated or minimized.
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Changes affecting the environmental management system can arise from internal or external sources. The
organization plans the implementation and control of temporary and permanent changes that can impact
environmental performance, including:

a) new or changesto existing products, services, processes, operations, equipment or facilities;
b) changesto complianceobligations;

¢) changesinknowledge or information about environmental aspects, environmental impactsor risksand
opportunities;

d) developmentsin knowledge and technology;

€) changesto technical specificationsof materialsor processinputs;

f) changesin businessassets due to mergers, acquisitions, joint ventures or divestitures;
g) changesin staff or external providers, including contractors,

h) business disruption due to, for example, supply chain issues, labour disputes, natural disasters, regime
change, political unrest or war.

The organization should review the consequences of unintended changes, taking action to mitigate any
adverse effects, as necessary.

NOTE Changescan result in risks and opportunities.

Requirements for managing change are included in various clausesin this document, such as:
— environmental aspects (see6.1.2);

— internal communication (see7.4.2):

— control of documented information (see 7,5.3);

— operational control (see8.1);

— interna] audit programme (see9.2.2);

— nonconformity and corrective action (see 10.2).

A.7 Support

A.7.1 Resources

Resources are necessary for the effective functioning and improvement of the environmental management
system and to enhance environmental performance. Top management ensuresthat those with environmental
management system responsibilities are supported with the necessary resources.

Resources can include human resources, natural resources, infrastructure, technology and financial
resources. Examples of human resources include specialized skills and knowledge. Examples of
infrastructure resources include the organization’s buildings, equipment, underground tanks and drainage
system. Examples of technology resourcesinclude engineered pollution controls, information databasesand
software.

Internal resources may be supplemented by (an) external provider(s).

A.7.2 Competence

The competency requirementsin this document apply to persons working under the organization's control
who affect its environmental performance, including persons:

a) whosework has the potential to cause asignificant environmental impact;
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b) who are assigned responsihilities for the environmental management system, including those who:
1) determineand evaluate environmental impacts or compliance obligations;
2) contributeto the achievement of an environmental objective;
3) respond to emergency situations;
4) perform internal audits;

5) perform evaluations of compliance.

A.7.3 Awareness

An organization can enhance awareness through a range of approaches, including employee engagement,
communications, training and internal policiessuch asacode of conduct.

Awareness of the environmental policy should not be taken to mean that the commitments are memorized
or that persons doing work under the organization's control have a copy of the documented environmental
policy. Rather, these persons should be aware of its existence, its purpose and their role in achieving the
commitments, including how their work can affect the organization’s ability to meet its compliance
obligations.

A.7.4 Communication

Communication allows the organization to provide and obtain information relevant to its environmental
management system, including information related to its significant environmental aspects, environmental
performance, compliance obligations, needs and expectations of interested parties, and recommendations
for continual improvement.

Requirements for external communication to disclose environmental and sustainability information
continue to grow. External communication can be mandatory or voluntary based on an organization's
compliance obligations. Mandatory communications can relate to legal requirements, such as reporting to
governmental entitiesor other authorities, for example, on performance related to environmental operating
permits. External communication can also include communicating to the organization's other interested
parties (e.g.investors, entitiesin its supply chain, customers, end consumers). Anorganization can decide to
report voluntarily on environmental information related to its products or services (e.g.resource efficiency,
water footprint). Organizations can benefit from engaging with suppliersand customersto obtain and share
information on environmental aspectsto support continual improvement across the product lifecycle.

Communicationis a two-way process, to and from the organization. When establishing its communication
processes), the internal organizational structure should be considered to ensure communication with the
most appropriate levelsand functions. A single approach can beadequate to meet the needsand expectations
of many different interested parties, or in other cases, multiple approaches are necessary to address specific
needs and expectations of individual interested parties.

Interested parties can request specific information related to the management of the organization's
environmental aspects, or provide general impressions or views on environmental management. These
impressions or views can be positive or negative. Particularly in the latter case (e.g. complaints), it is
important that organization provides a prompt and clear answer. A subsequent analysis of these complaints
can provide valuable information for detecting improvement opportunities for the environmental
management system.

Communication should:
a) betransparent (i.e.the organization is open in the way it deriveswhat it has reported on);
b) betimely;

c) beappropriate interms of format, language and media, so that information meets the needs of relevant
interested parties, enabling them to participate;
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d) betruthful and not misleading to those who rely on the information reported;
€) befactual, accurate and ableto betrusted,

f) not exclude relevant information;

g) beunderstandableto interested parties.

For information on communication as part of managing change, see A.6.3. For additional information on
communication, refer to 1SO 14063.

A.7.5 Documented information

Anorganization creates and maintainsdocumented information ina manner sufficient to ensure asuitable,
adequate and effective environmental management system. The primary focus is on the implementation of
the environmental management system and on environmental performance, not on a complex documented
information control system.

Inaddition to the documented information required inspecific clauses of this document, an organi zation may
chooseto create additional documented information for purposes of transparency, accountability, continuity,
consistency, training or ease in auditing. Retaining records enables an organization to demonstrate
conformance to its compliance obligations and provides evidence of environmental performance and
environmental management system effectiveness. The organization determines the time period for which
recordswill be retained, consistent with the retention periods required by its compliance obligations.

Documented information originally created for purposesother than the environmental management system
may be used. The documented information associated with the environmental management system can be
integrated with other systems for managing information implemented by the organization. It does not have
to bein the form of amanual.

If an organization decides that documented information of external origin is necessary for the planning
and operation of its environmental management system, then the organization's processes) ensures that
the correct information is available to those who have a need for it. Examples of "documented information
of external origin” can include environmental regulatory approvals, equipment manufacturer operation
manual s, applicable standards or external environmental databases.

A.8 Operation

A.8.1 Operational planningand contr ol

The type and extent of operational controls) depend on the nature of the operations, significant
environmental aspects, compliance obligations and risks and opportunities. An organization has the
flexibility to select the type of operational control methods, individually or in combination, that are
necessary to make sure the processes) is (are) effective and achieve(s) the desired results. Such methods
can include:

a) designing (@) processes) in such away as to prevent or minimize adverse environmental impacts and
ensure consistent results;

b) using technology to control (a) processes) and prevent adverse results (i.e.engineering controls);
c) using competent personnel to ensure the desired results;

d) performing () process(es) in a specified way;

€) monitoring or measuring (a) process(es) to check the results;

f) determining the use and amount of documented information necessary.
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The organization decides the extent of control it has within its own business processes (e.g. procurement
process) to control or influence (an) externally provided process(es) produces) or service(s). Its decision can
be based upon factorssuch as:

— knowledge, competence and resources, including:

— the competence of the external provider to meet the organization's environmental management
system requirements;

— the technical competence of the organization to define appropriate controls or assess the adequacy
of controls;

— the importance and potential effect the product and service will have on the organization's ability to
achievethe intended outcomes of its environmental management system;

— the extent to which control of the processisshared;

— the capability of achieving the necessary control through the application of its general procurement
process;

— improvement opportunitiesavailable.

When processes, products or servicesare supplied by (an) external providers), the organization'sability to
exert control or influence can vary from direct control to limited or no influence. In some cases, products
that are purchased, or processesand services performed by an external provider onsite,are under the direct
control of an organization. In other cases, an organization can only have limited influence. Factors affecting
the extent of influence can be related to the size of the organization as well as issues such as availability of
alternatives.

When determining the type and extent of operational controls related to external providers, including
contractors, the organization should consider one or more factorssuch as:

—nm environmental aspects and associated environmental impacts;

— risksand opportunitiesassociatedwith the manufacturingof its productsor the provision of its services;
— the organization's compliance obligations.

Examplesof controlson externally provided processes, productsand servicescan include:

— specifying requirementsin purchasing documents;

— evaluating qualificationsand performance history of an external provider;

— providing pre-job briefingsor training;

— requiringsubmittal of documentation;

— conducting oversight or audits of an external provider.

Environmental requirements are the organization's environmental-related needs and expectations that it
establishes and communicates to its interested parties (e.g. an internal function such as procurement, a
customer, an externa) provider).

Some of the organization’ ssignificant environmental impacts can occur during the transportation, delivery,
use, end-of-life treatment or final disposal of its product or service. By providinginformation, an organization
can potentially prevent or mitigate adverse environmental impacts during these life cycle stages.

For information on operational control as part of managing change, see A.6.3. For information on life cycle
perspective, see A.6.1.2.
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A.8.2 Emergency preparednessand response

It is the responsibility of each organization to be prepared and to respond to emergency situations in a
manner appropriate to the circumstances. The organi zation periodically reviewsand revisesthe processes)
and planned response actions as necessary. For information on determining emergency situations, see
A.6.1.2.

When establishing its emergency preparedness and response processes), the organization should consider:
a) the most appropriate methodfs) for responding to an emergency situation;

b) internal and external communication processes);

c) theaction(s) required to prevent or mitigate environmental impacts;

d) mitigation and response actionfs) to be taken for different types of emergency situations;

€) the need for post-emergency evaluation to determine and implement corrective actions;

f) periodic testing of planned emergency response actions,

g) training of emergency response personnel;

h) alist of key personnel and aid agencies, including contact details (e.g.fire department, spillage clean-up
services);

i) evacuation routes and assembly points;

j) the possibility of mutual assistance from neighbouring organizations.

A.9 Performanceevaluation
A.9.1 Monitoring, measurement, analysis, and evaluation

A911 Genera

When determining what is monitored and measured, in addition to progress on environmental objectives,
the organization should take into account its significant environmental aspects, compliance obligationsand
operational controls.

The methods used by the organization to monitor and measure, analyse and evaluate are defined in the
environmental management system in order to ensure that:

a) the timing of monitoring and measurement is coordinated with the need for analysis and evaluation
results;

b) theresults of monitoring and measurement are reliable, reproducible and traceable;
c) theanalysisand evaluation are reliable, reproducible and enable the organization to report trends.

The environmental performance analysis and evaluation results should be reported to those with
responsibility and authority to initiate appropriate action.

For additional information on environmental performance evaluation, refer to 1SO14031.

A.9.1.2 Evaluationof compliance

The organization determines how it will periodically evaluate compliance. The frequency and timing of
compliance evaluations can vary depending on the importance of the requirement, variationsin operating
conditions, changes in compliance obligationsand the organization's past performance. Anorganization can
use avariety of methodsto maintain its knowledge and understanding of its compliance status; however, all
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compliance obligations haveto be evaluated periodically. The organization can usethe resultsof compliance
evaluations conducted by external partiesas part of its compliance evaluation process.

If compliance evaluation results indicate a failure to meet a compliance obligation, the organization
determines and implements the actions necessary to achieve compliance. This can require communication
with a regulatory agency and agreement on a course of action to meet its compliance obligations. Where
such an agreement isin place, it becomesa compliance abligation,

A non-complianceis not necessarily elevated to a nonconformity if,for example, itisidentified and corrected
by the environmental management system processes. Compliance-related nonconformities have to be
corrected, even if those nonconformities have not resulted in actual non-compliance with compliance
obligations.

A.9.2 Internal audit

Audit evidence consists of records, statements of fact or other information which are relevant to the audit
criteria and are verifiable. Audit criteria are the set of policies, procedures or requirements used as a
reference against which audit evidence iscompared.

Auditors should be independent of the activity being audited, wherever practicable, and should in all cases
act inamanner that isfree from biasand conflict of interest.

Nonconformitiesidentified during internal audits are subject to appropriate corrective action.

When considering the results of previous audits, the organization should include previously identified
nonconformities from internal and external audits and the effectiveness of the actions taken.

For information on internal audit progranme as part of managing change, see A.6.3. For additional
information on establishing an internal audit programme, performing environmental management system
audits and evaluating the competence of audit personnel, refer to ISO19011.

A.9.3 Managementreview

Top management, accountable for the environmental management system, carries out a comprehensive, top-
level review of the system. This review does not have to cover every detailed pieceof information but should
provide a broad understanding to enable an assessment of the environmental management system.

"Suitability” refers to how the environmental management system fits the organization, its operations,
culture and businesssystems. "Adequacy" refersto whether it meets the requirementsof this document and
isimplemented appropriately. "Effectiveness’ refers to whether it isachieving the desired results.

The management review topics do not have to be addressed al at once. The review can take place over a
period of time and can be part of regularly scheduled management activities, such as board or management
meetings, or other management system reviews. It does not have to bea separate activity. The organization
should consider appropriate and adequate time interval sfor management review so that actions to respond
to decisionsare effectiveand timely.

Relevant communication, including complaints received from interested parties, are reviewed by top
management to determine opportunitiesfor improvement.

When deciding on the need for changes to the environmental management system, top management should
consider situations where the intended outcomes of the environmental management system have not been
achieved.

For information on management review as part of managing change, see A.6.3.
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A.10 Improvement

A.10.1 Continual improvement

The organization considers the results from analysis and evaluation of environmental performance,
evaluation of compliance, internal and external audits, and management review when taking actionfs) to
improve, Continual improvement can comefrom any environmental management system process and other
processes such as breakthrough change, innovation and re-organization.

The rate, extent and timescale of actions that support continual improvement are determined by the
organization. Environmental performance can be enhanced by applying the environmental management
system as a wholeor improving one or more of its elements.

A.10.2 Nonconfor mity and correctiveaction

Oneof the key purposes of an environmental management system isto act as a preventive tool. The concept
of preventive action isnow captured in 4.1 (i.e. understanding the organization and its context) and 6.1.4
(i.e.actions to address risks and opportunities).
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